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Questions

1. Your Name

2. Your Phone Number and/or 

e-mail address

3. Question

Have a question? 
● Write it on a card.
● Raise it in the air.
● A member of the team 

will pick up your card.   
● Qs will be answered 

as time permits at the 
end or will follow up 
after this event.

Frequently Asked Questions
www.centergrove.k12.in.us/highabilityFAQ
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Outcomes
1. To explain how our refined service structures support all 

students.    
2. Provide current research on grouping of students.
3. To discuss how all students will be challenged in every 

classroom. 



A student who performs at 
OR shows the potential 

for performing at an 
outstanding level of 

accomplishment in Math.

High Ability Math
A student who performs 

at OR shows the 
potential for performing 

at an outstanding level of 
accomplishment in Math 

AND E/LA 

General Intellect
A student who performs at 
OR shows the potential for 

performing at an outstanding 
level of accomplishment in 

E/LA.

High Ability E/LA

High Ability Identification

Math E/LAMath
and

E/LA



Singly Identified Students

Math

E/LA

Singly identified math and E/LA 
students will be grouped into one 
classroom in each grade level in 
each school like we do now.  If the 
number of singly identified students 
grow to more than 8-10 students per 
grade level, then principals may 
consider placing singly identified 
students into two classrooms.  



General Intellect Students

General Intellect (GI) students will be 
invited to participate in our district’s 
Extended Learning Program.  We plan 
to add one additional grade level to our 
EL program in 2018-2019.  This will 
provide an EL program for GI students 
who are in grades 3, 4, & 5. 

Math
and

E/LA



An Exceptional Educational Experience



A positive effect size for 
high ability students when 

grouped together for 
learning. 

John Hattie

Opportunity for HA 
To Learn Together

Keeping gifted students 
together for at least part 

of the school day is 
beneficial for ALL 

students.

Susan Winebrenner

Grouping HA 
Together for 

Learning
Students in the 

struggling and middle 
groups will not have the 

vocal models and 
exposure to the rich talk 
to the higher-achieving 

students. 
DuFour and DuFour

 

Classrooms are 
Stronger with a 

Variety of Learners

Structuring classrooms 
according to ability may 
lower expectations and 
work is over scaffolded. 

This leads to lower 
achievement. 

              
              Deinhart

Classrooms are 
Stronger with a 

Variety of Learners

Leading Research On Grouping 



Intentional Classroom Composition

Each classroom will be 
composed of a variety of 
learners, and high ability 
students will be grouped 
together. Teachers utilize 
differentiation and best 
practice strategies to 
reach every learner at 
his/her readiness level. 



No, Enrich classrooms were designed as a model to meet the state 
requirements of providing high ability services.  At that time, Center Grove 
grouped identified high ability students with non-identified high achieving 
students.  In our current review of the research, it is clear that ability grouping 
is not best for all students.   

Will there be Enrich classes next year? 



How will my child be challenged?

● All courses are based on the 
Indiana College and Career 
Standards.

● Teachers are equipped to meet the 
different learning needs by 
differentiating instruction. 

 



Differentiation is simply a teacher 
attending to the learning needs of a 
particular student or small groups of 
students, rather than teaching a class 
as though all individuals in it were 
basically alike.

-Carol Ann Tomlinson



›

Input, what 
students learn.

Content
How students 

go about 
making sense 
of ideas and 
information.

Process
Output, or how 

students 
demonstrate 

what they have 
learned.

Product

Three Elements of Differentiation



Differentiation in Action...

“ Differentiation is simply a 
teacher attending to the 

learning needs of a 
particular student for small 
groups of students, rather 
than teaching a class as 
though all individuals in it 

were basically alike.”

          -Carol Ann Tomlinson

Mr. Johnson
Second year          
 4th Grade

Miss Raftery
Tenth year
2nd Grade 

Mrs. Petersen
Thirtieth year

3rd Grade

Math Lesson  Math Lesson  Language Art
Lesson



Fourth Grade - Math Lesson

Process - Flexible pacing

Product  - Choice

                                                              
                                                                 Video 

https://tinyurl.com/mkwqe76


Second Grade - Math Lesson

   Content-Tiering information
 based on student need

      Process-Flexible Grouping

                                                                       
                                                                         Video

https://tinyurl.com/l36ym73


Third Grade - 
Language Arts Lesson

  Content - Tiered levels

 Process - Flexible pacing

                                                                 Video

https://drive.google.com/a/centergrove.k12.in.us/file/d/0B2Z3kTg2F-MxcGhDZVdEczhNbzg/view?usp=sharing


What Happens When Instruction is Differentiated?

Improve learning 
outcomes

Inspire a love 
of learning

Increase 
engagement

Efficient and 
deeper learning



Dr. Davin Harpe
Professional Learning Communities 

1. What do we want 

our kids to know and 

be able to do?

2. How do we know 

when they have 

learned it?

3. How will we respond 

when they do not know 

it?

4. How do we extend 

and enrich when they 

already know it?



Dr. Davin Harpe
Professional Learning Communities 

3. How will we respond 

when they do not know 

it?

4. How do we extend 

and enrich when they 

already know it?

Questioning Video

https://vimeo.com/215333833
https://vimeo.com/215333833
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Dr. Davin Harpe
Professional Learning Communities 

3. How will we respond 

when they do not know 

it?

4. How do we extend 

and enrich when they 

already know it?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fcvzlX_DoVc
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Dr. Davin Harpe
Professional Learning Communities 

3. How will we respond 

when they do not know 

it?

4. How do we extend 

and enrich when they 

already know it?



Mr. Brian Proctor
RTI

3. How will we respond 

when they do not know 

it?

4. How do we extend 

and enrich when they 

already know it?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8DQugVxHv0


What is Response to Intervention?

•Data: RTI is a way of using data to systematically 
identify the reasons why a student is struggling.

•Problem Solving: RTI is a way of helping the 
teacher, the parent and the student understand the 
difficulty, the goal, how to get there, and how to know 
when they have arrived.
•Instruction & Intervention: RTI is a framework for 
systematically determining how well instruction is 
working for individual students and making 
adjustments to accelerate learning for all.  

3. How will we respond 

when they do not know 

it?

4. How do we extend 

and enrich when they 

already know it?



Building the Capacity               
How do we make it happen?

Professional Learning Communities

● Ensure program coherence
● Use data systematically to inform and improve 

instruction
● Engage in continued professional development
● Build collaborative relationships that promote and 

support student achievement

3. How will we respond 

when they do not know 

it?

4. How do we extend 

and enrich when they 

already know it?



RTI Schedule
Response to Instruction

3. How will we respond 

when they do not know 

it?

4. How do we extend 

and enrich when they 

already know it?

RTI is already 
part of our 
schedules.  



Sample 2nd Grade RTI Focus

What data do you use to differentiate during RTI:
Pre and Post Tests, MCOMP, NWEA

What does differentiating to meet the needs of every student mean to you?
Each student should be working on an area of weakness. All students have a weakness, even if 
they are scoring way above grade level.

Once you have the data, how often do you flexibly change your groups?
Within my classroom, math groups change almost daily. This depends on Exit Tickets.

During PLC’s, does your team talk about the data and how to meet the needs of your students?
Yes we discuss data, but most of the grade level’s energy is focused on finding, filling out, and 
turning in the form.

Give 2-3 examples of how you plan RTI activities to best meet the needs of all of your students 
(remediation-enrichment)? 

Small group instruction, partner games, specific activity on Compass or Front Row



Sample 3rd Grade RTI Focus

What data do you use to differentiate during RTI: T
We use MCOMP, and NWEA strand scores for reading and math

What does differentiating to meet the needs of every student mean to you? 
All of our students do not learn at the same pace or are at the same level. 

Once you have the data, how often do you flexibly change your groups? 
Depending on the amount of kids struggling with the skill, or students mastering it after being taught, will determine when we 
switch. 
We try not to go past 2-3 weeks per skill. 

During PLC’s, does your team talk about the data and how to meet the needs of your students?
Data is always shared during PLC and collaboration meetings.  
If students are struggling in the group they were originally put in, we move them down a group. Or if they are exceeding 
expectations for a group, we move them up. Therefore, this must be a weekly, sometimes daily discussion. 
We also gather data using quick checks in our RTI groups and share that with each other so that each teacher knows how 
their own students are doing. 

Give 2-3 examples of how you plan RTI activities to best meet the needs of all of your students (remediation-enrichment)?
If we are using NWEA, we look at the learning continuum for the skills that should be taught at each level/score range. Then 
each of us pulls activities and teaches to those skills.Some skills the kids pick up on quick after a mini-lesson and then we 
can move on to the next skill in the strand. Other times, we have to spend the entire 2 weeks on one skill, teaching it 
multiple ways, because of struggles students might have. 



Sample 4th Grade RTI Focus
What data do you use to differentiate during RTI:

Our grade level has used a variety of different data pieces this year to differentiate during RTI. 
Most of our RTI groups have been made based off of NWEA data. 
We have focused a good amount of our RTI time this year on remediating and extending different NWEA strands. 
We have also made RTI groups based off of Math Post Test data.

What does differentiating to meet the needs of every student mean to you?
Differentiating to meet the need of every student means truly looking at the data of every student and placing them 
in a group that will best meet their needs. Differentiation means making sure that our lowest students are in 
smaller groups and working hard to meet their grade level goals while our students that have already hit grade 
level goals are being pushed to higher skills.

Once you have the data, how often do you flexibly change your groups?
Groups are changed based on our assessment schedules

During PLC’s, does your team talk about the data and how to meet the needs of your students?
Yes!  All the time!

Give 2-3 examples of how you plan RTI activities to best meet the needs of all of your students 
(remediation-enrichment)? 

We plan for RTI activities in a variety of ways. We look at pre tests to see which skills students still need to develop 
and plan activities that will help develop those skills. For students that have mastered those skills we look at the 4th 
grade standards and see what other standards they still need to master or how we can push them to a higher level 
with the skill we are working with. 
Another way we have planned for RTI activities is through the NWEA Map Skills Navigator.



Focus on Student Learning
Essential Questions

3. How will we 
respond when they 

do not know it?4. How do we 
extend and enrich 

when they already 

know it?

1. What do we want 

our kids to know and 

be able to do?

2. How do we know 

when they have 

learned it?



What assumptions can be made?
RTI

● All of us share a common mission focused on student 
learning.

● Each school is unique in their programs and needs.
● Data is crucial when implementing RTI to enrich and 

remediate students.  
● T & L is supportive of the needs of every student 

throughout the district.  



Questions and Answers



Thank You 
The CGCSC Teaching and Learning Department


